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‘We make science fun to learn’ 


S IX small magneto. an old slipper and a 
pencil. That is a H it takes la make a rcy 
rf jut explains magnetic levdeitum. ilie 
principle on whkhMaglm trains run. Tim inu 
also the toy that set a young girl on her path to 
tecogniuon, that cum' in 'the form aft t minor 
planet being named after her She had played 
with (kit toy. made from. simp f like many ethers 
at the Mukhvingisn VigwnShodhik (MVS), the 
Children a Science Centre at Pane s imer- Uni- 
versity C^Frrr^ for Astronomy and Astrophysics 
(HJCAA) Arvind Gupta, trife Heads the 
Children's Sctmtt Centre, has a self imposed 
mission in life: ghe a happy childhood to dtil- 
itren to ha ve a peaceful soeien. 

The MVS Liffice is crammed with loy$ 

I ike a water spri nkler m.i de 1 1 su tg si i j w, an 
electric motor made using a 1.5-' volt bat- 
tery, a pump to innate baltaoilS and icsys 
made using old newspapers, pins. nails, 
empty water bottles. cycle tubes. CDs and 
other scrap. Is is a treasure trove fora child 
so ki its w ho w i Kings work. 

Mr Gupta graduated front HF-Kanpur, 
wii h .] degree i n electrical engt Peering, and 
had a short stint at TrlctH now Tala Motors) 
irs Piute. Re then decided so work and 
make science fun for school children. 
“Children develop a distaste Tor science 
due to she sopbilkkcated instruments in 
school laboratories, “ he said . 

These toys make child ren fed i has scic n - 
cc can be easy nr learn . He shows ^ >me gro- 
nietrica I shapes that have been made using 
malchsE icks and valve tubes from a bicycle 
TTies model easily explains that a [dangle is 
the moss rigid geometrical shape. This case 
of teaching is perhaps the reason M r Gupta 
became a popular personality for a genera- 
tion of children who watched his science 
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prr igra m mes on na Lional i etc v ish n i. 

To take science leaching aids to every 
child in the world, the Jour-member MVS 
pholpgraphsthe soy -making process using 
a simple household camera and uploads 
the clip on i lit 1 web in several langtl&ges- 
Diagrams and lest ate also used to explain 
the making of the toy. Mr Gupta trusts 1 he 
professionals in the system and she (tower 
i if i he digi lal w* NrE L E u * popu [arise the bea u- 
ly and stmpl idly of science 

Digitisation and knowledge-sharing are 
l he core principles of h is work , A C D priced 
at Rs 12, containing 1 .UDO books, 5,000 
photos and 150 one -mi mite films, is d is- 
iribu ted to thousa rids of schools a nd teach- 
ers. VVI th the government entx iriragi i ig i he 
use of computers in all schools, Mr Gupta 
is hopeful iltar the CDs will reach chil- 
dren in the remote pans of she country. 
He has Translated 70 saemHic books in the 
last 50 years and pus more than 2,000 
books on hiswebsne. 

pur those who do not have access to 
computers, M r Go pta has brought out low- 


priced books on science for children He 
has written more than a <kv.en Kotiks on 
Ioyv-Cose S': i L 1 ru e act i vi i -es a nd toy - maki ug. 
One oE his books, Matchstiek Match and 0(h- 
er Experiments, published in 19£7, has been 
translated in 15 Indian languages and has 
sold ove r ha l fa n iMIlor t a ipies. 

Mr Q upi a has broadened l he scope of J us 
educational work beyond making irmova- 
live teaching aids and willing lw.>nks for 
children. He has collccled classic books on 
education and children's literature from 
across the world Most of these books are 
abouu he experiments done in every nook 
and corner of the world m make learning 
and schooling a happy experience “We 
need ,i va riet y l< if schi >ols he sa ys. 

"I si ou r cou nl ry, we 1 ia ve i he second ■ iar- 
gest pool of scientists, but there is not 
much original research to our credit. We 
need to have creative people for original 
research. And only those who have a 
happy i bddhond can becomes individuals 
who have their own minds and who can 
till nk ere a i ively, 11 he said . 

Totio-Chan: The Little (Mat the Wm^nvis 
a Japanese book, ihat he brought to India 
and its Marathi translation is available for 
a modest price "The irony is that one 
will not get these low-priced bonks in any 
of the shops in Pune,. considered a cenlre 
of education* because the bookseller's 
margins are very low on such low-priccd 
be io ks. The sit nation in the smaller towns is 
far worse," hrsald 

Accord i ng 10 him, more than 70% of i he 
research In the world focuses on defence 
equipment, "tf we want to have a peaceful 
MX'iel y, then we have to givea happy chUd- 
htsod to our child ren. " 
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